
 

 
 

FORT LEE HIGH SCHOOL 
Incoming 9th Grade Elective Descriptions 

 

21st Century Life and Careers Electives 

Computer Programing: This course is for students who are interested in learning how a computer 

works and how to create programs using Microsoft Visual Basic. The course provides an excellent 

foundation in fundamental programming concepts and enhances students’ problem-solving skills. 

Students build on the concepts of sequence, decision, and repetition to create structured programs. 

They also learn how to create computer graphics, animations, and sounds. The practical and “hands-

on” approach used in the class allows students to further develop and enhance their problem-solving 

skills. For the final project, students conceive, design and code their own program. At this stage, 

students have mastered enough programming skills to create a video game.  

Digital Photography: This course provides students with opportunities to develop their “eye” and 

observation skills as photographers. Students’ creative expression will be expanded through the use 

of Photoshop and the Basic Elements of Design. Students will be introduced to professional 

photographers and digital artists from the past and present who are involved with a variety of 

concepts and styles. Portfolio preparation and advanced composition techniques are an integral part 

of Digital Photography.  

Business Technology in a Global Economy: This course is designed to explore the nature of 

business in an international economy and to study related careers in fields such as entrepreneurship, 

financial services, information technology, marketing, office systems technology, and public relations 

promotion. Emphasis is on using computer technology and multimedia while studying and developing 

21st century skills. Simulations, projects and teamwork provide opportunities for application. This 

course contributes to the development of a career development plan.  



Principles of Finance & Entrepreneurship: This course covers fundamental principles of 

finance with a focus on business and entrepreneurship. Students will learn what is necessary to start 

and run different types of businesses including producers, services, and intermediaries. Students will 

also learn about the scope and nature of careers in fields including insurance, real estate, marketing, 

securities, finance, and accounting. Students will explore different banking and investing strategies. 

An emphasis will be put on developing the skills necessary to work effectively on a team in the 21st 

century workplace including discussions on ethical practices. Leadership skills will be developed 

through authentic experiences in the classroom. This course fulfills the state requirement for financial 

literacy through instruction on becoming a critical consumer, money management, credit and debt 

management, insurance and risk management, civic financial responsibility, planning, saving, and 

investing.  

Graphic Design: This course will introduce students to the art and skill of combining text and 

pictures in advertisements, magazines, or books. Students will explore how graphic design is used in 

different industries as well as research college and career opportunities in the field. Students who 

complete this course will be able to creatively and practically communicate using a variety of Adobe 

programs.  

Visual & Performing Arts 

Art I: Art I is a basic art course that stresses the fundamentals of design and organization. This is an 

introductory and exploratory course that provides students with an opportunity to increase aesthetic 

awareness, work with different materials, and acquire knowledge of artistic styles and creative 

thinking. The areas covered in Art I include 2-point perspective, drawing, shading and pencil 

rendering, pen and ink techniques, paper mosaic, watercolor, and colored pencil.  

Foundations in Art: Foundations in Art is an art course that stresses the fundamentals of the 

studio arts. This is an introductory course that provides students with an opportunity to explore all 

different types of art-making techniques such as drawing, painting, sculpture and ceramics. Students 

will be able to experience all aspects of studio art which will help them to determine their next art 

course selection. 

Acting I: Introduction to acting with a focus on theatre games, movement, relaxation and vocal 

techniques, character creation, pantomime, and improvisation.  



Art History: This full year course explores traditional art history, along with the history of cartooning, 

comics, illustration, performance art, film, and animation. It is an in-class project-based course that 

exposes students to art history games, films on each subject, and imaginative and creative thinking.  

Band: (prerequisite: prior experience playing a musical instrument) This large ensemble class will 

explore a variety of wind/percussion literature. The students will expand and develop their individual 

technique and musical knowledge. Students in band will receive additional instruction during 

homogenous small-group instruction (lessons) provided on a rotating basis. Participation in marching 

band is required as per the director.  

Chorus: The large ensemble class will explore a variety of vocal literature. The students will expand 

and develop their individual technique and musical knowledge as well as their creative and aesthetic 

awareness in a choral ensemble setting. The chorus performs year-round both within and outside the 

school.  

3D Design: This course is designed to expand students’ knowledge in the history and practice of 

several craft areas (bookmaking, paper arts, ceramics, and three-dimensional design) on a non-

vocational level. It is also designed for art majors who might elect the course along with Art III and Art 

IV so they may gain some experience in areas not included in other art courses.  

Dance: Dance is designed for students in grades 9 through 12. The course will immerse students in 

the fundamentals of classical dance forms and concepts. They will learn basic barre, center and floor 

exercises, body isolations and strength building exercises. This course also offers instruction in the 

historical influences of dance, dance aesthetics and performance techniques. Activities will allow 

students to experience the creative process in choreographing and performing dance routines.  

Piano Lab: This course is a standards-based course that provides students with an introduction to 

piano playing. The curriculum will encourage the individual student to develop the skills necessary to 

increase his/her technical awareness of piano music; provides the opportunity to produce artistic 

performances; develop the ability of the student to critique artistic performances and develop an 

aesthetic awareness to recognize the relevance of music in society. Piano II will continue to develop 

the skills introduced in Piano I. Placement in Piano II will be based on prior experience or level 

completed.  



Honor Chorus: (prerequisite: teacher recommendation or audition and student must meet honors 

entry criteria) Students in Honors Choir will study many different styles and periods of music in an 

ensemble setting. In addition, sight-singing, dictation and solgege skills will also be developed. 

Multiple performances will be scheduled throughout the year.  

Honors Chambers Ensemble: (prerequisite: teacher recommendation or audition and student 

must meet honors entry criteria) The string curriculum at Fort Lee High School develops the 

musician's ability to play and perform in an individual and ensemble setting. This setting can include, 

but is not limited to, string, full, and small chamber ensemble. Method and etude literature will focus 

on key and time signatures, rhythm, tone, intonation, dynamics, articulation, and phrasing. 

Performances will take place throughout the school year.  

Honors Wind Ensemble: (prerequisite: teacher recommendation or audition and student must 

meet honors entry criteria) This course is for our most experienced and/or advanced wind and 

percussion musicians. This large ensemble course will explore a wide variety of band literature and 

will primarily focus on repertoire at grade levels of 4 and above. Students in Honors Wind Ensemble 

will receive additional instruction during homogenous small- group instruction (lessons). Participation 

in Marching Band is required for this course as per the director.  

Orchestra: (prerequisite: prior experience playing a musical instrument) Membership in the 

orchestra provides students with an opportunity to study works by baroque, romantic, classical, and 

contemporary composers. Students will expand and develop their individual technique and musical 

knowledge within an ensemble setting.  

Chorus Lunch: This course is specifically designed for the experienced vocal and/or instrumental 

musician desiring a choral experience, but unable to include either honors choir or chorus in their 

daily schedule. Students will split this period with their scheduled lunch. The instructor will determine 

the daily schedule. 

General Electives 

Innovation & Invention: Innovation and Invention will provide a context for students to creatively 

solve real-world problems. Students will work in groups to implement the design process to research, 

develop, build, test, refine and analyze their designs while considering the effectiveness, cost, and 

ethics of their approach. The course will develop students’ ability to consider a range of possible 



solutions to problems and recognize opportunities for entrepreneurial success. This course will 

consist of projects and engineering challenges that require students to “think outside the box” in 

developing unique solutions.  

Journalism I: This is an elective course designed for students interested in further enhancing their 

skills as writers. It focuses on the history of journalism and contemporary media literacy. Students will 

also learn about the ethical responsibilities of journalists implicit in today’s global press. Students 

learn the fundamentals of news, feature, editorial, and sports writing. Copy reading, news style, and 

editing are emphasized. Students create numerous original stories using varied structures and writing 

techniques, while learning to create computer generated layouts and graphics.  

Contemporary Asian Politics and Culture: Contemporary Asian Politics and Culture explores 

the modern history, contemporary politics, and popular culture in East Asia.  Case studies of Korea, 

China, and Japan, will focus on the historical evolution of these countries from the nineteenth century 

to the present. Particular attention will be paid to crucial contemporary issues of the region (such as 

Chinese foreign policy in the South China Sea and Taiwan, the relationship between North and South 

Korea, and Japan’s decades long recession). In addition, important literary texts and films will be 

analyzed for their socio-political content. Finally, Asian popular culture phenomena such as manga, 

anime, K-Pop, etc. will be studied as worldwide commodities. 

World Languages 

Spanish I: This course fosters the development of interpersonal and academic skills in a supportive 

environment. Students in their first year of Spanish are exposed to a combination of vocabulary 

building, basic grammar, conversation, and writing practice. Language instruction at this level focuses 

on proficiency, delivered by way of authentic, challenging tasks that provide meaningful learning 

experiences. These experiences lead students to understand broad concepts and to develop 

strategies for analyzing these concepts across disciplines. The orientation toward communication and 

cultural awareness is the primary focus of planning and instruction. Some instruction will be 

presented in the target language.  

Spanish 2: This course is a continuation of Level I. The grammatical structures learned in Spanish I 

are reviewed and refined. Students will improve their abilities in the target language (TL) in the four 

areas of communication: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Reading skills are strengthened by 

the introduction of level-appropriate and authentic reading materials. Students will acquire a greater 



understanding of cultural contexts within a global society. These experiences lead students to 

understand broad concepts and to develop strategies for analyzing these concepts across disciplines. 

The orientation toward communication and cultural awareness is the primary focus of planning and 

instruction. This course is conducted mostly in the target language.  

Spanish II Honors (prerequisite: successful completion of Spanish I and must meet the Honors 

entry criteria). Expectations of student performance increase as linguistic skills become more 

challenging. An expanded version of the regular curriculum is presented including grammatical 

structures. The course is accelerated, allowing for more intensive proficiency-based activities. 

Students in the Honors level classes are expected to comprehend Spanish at a higher level and 

express themselves with greater independence in diversified oral, reading and writing assessments. 

The course also develops students’ awareness of the Hispanic culture and civilization. This 

awareness is enhanced though exposure to select literary works by noteworthy authors and authentic 

materials. Classes are conducted 75 primarily in the target language. Students considering more 

competitive colleges are strongly urged to enroll in the third level of language study. 

Italian 1: This course is designed to help students learn interpersonal and academic skills in a 

comfortable and supportive environment. Students in their first year of Italian are exposed to a 

combination of vocabulary building, basic grammar, conversation, and writing practice. Language 

instruction at this level focuses on proficiency, delivered by way of authentic, challenging tasks that 

provide meaningful learning experiences. These experiences lead students to understand broad 

concepts and to develop strategies for analyzing these concepts across disciplines. The orientation 

toward communication and cultural awareness is the primary focus of planning and instruction.  

Korean 1: Students will learn the basics of Korean pronunciation with an emphasis on developing 

the fundamental skills of speaking, reading, listening and writing characters with a goal of applying it 

to familiar, everyday concepts such as greetings, foods, school, and family. In addition, Korean 

culture will be explored through readings, video clips, and movies.  

Mandarin Chinese 1: Students will learn the basics of Mandarin Chinese pronunciation with an 

emphasis on developing the fundamental skills of speaking, reading, listening and writing characters 

with a goal of applying it to familiar, everyday concepts such as greetings, foods, school and family. In 

addition, Chinese culture will be explored through readings, video clips, and movies.  

 


